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A Comparison between Tang Junyi’s and Mou
Zongsan’s Interpretations of Tiantai and Huayan
Buddhism

Wing-cheuk Chan *

Abstract

Tiantai and Huayan Buddhism are two major schools in traditional Chinese
Buddhism. While Tiantai Buddhism was found on the Lotus Sitra, Huayan
Buddhism was founded on the Flower Garland Sitra. In the past, these two
schools constituted a zero-sum game. This tension recurred in modern
scholarship on Chinese Buddhism. Tang Junyi and Mou Zongsan, as the two
major founders of modern Confucianism, developed different interpretations
of Tiantai and Huayan Buddhism. Whereas Tang maintained the superiority of
Huayan Buddhism, Mou identified Tiantai Buddhism as the only perfect
theory. In fact, both Tang’s and Mou’s Confucian doctrines were formed under
decisive influences from Buddhism. It is accordingly of significance to
explore the possibility of harmonizing their interpretations of Tiantai and

Huayan Buddhism.

Keywords: Tang Junyi, Mou Zongsan, Taintai, Huayan, Perfect Theory
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